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United Maharashtra was formed in 1960 with 26 districts at that time. Similarly, the Metro-3 

project, first fully underground metro project of the country, would be having 26 

underground stations which would be connected perennially by underground metro lines 

like mighty rivers of the State of Maharashtra. These 26 districts were located in the regions 

known as Konkan, Vidharbha, Western Maharashtra, Khandesh and Marathwada across 

Maharashtra on the basis of geographical, cultural and lingual basis. All these regions were 

connected by mighty rivers of Maharashtra like Surya, Vaitarana, Tansa, Godvari, Tapi, 

Krishna, Wainganga, etc. flowing across the State. The underground tunnel work of Metro-3 

is being undertaken through the highly sophisticated and mighty Tunnel Boring Machines 

which are working 24/7 like these mighty rivers which run kilometres before merging into sea 

like our metro-lines which would merge in the car depot at Aarey. 

According to tunneling tradition, a TBM starts working only once it is named. This tradition is 

carried out throughout the world as a sign of good luck for the project ahead. It is believed 

that such naming of TBMs attracts good luck and blessings of earth. Giving TBMs female 

names is also a long-standing tradition in the tunneling world. In Hinduism, the earth is given 

status of mother and rivers are considered as daughters of Goddess Earth, God Shiva and 

God Sun. The very special faith and respect for the Rivers in India are as old as Indian culture 

itself. The history of rivers in nurturing culture and civilizations is appreciated through 

promoting integration of cultures to develop Indian civilization. Almost every river in India is 

revered as a Goddess.

To seek blessings of the mother earth for the project, MMRC has creatively named TBMs of 

Metro-3 after important mighty rivers of Maharashtra, the mighty daughters of this soil. 

Naming TBMs after Rivers of Maharashtra represents the parts of the State through which 

these rivers are flowing and connecting to form a united Maharashtra. They have been 

named after rivers for a “personal touch” and “to create a sense of belonging” and 

representing the State of Maharashtra.

Metro-3 plans to deploy 17 TBMs amongst seven underground civil packages. The brief 

details of TBMs and respective rivers representing them are as follows: 

1. Package-01, Surya 1 & 2 

Two TBMs of UGC-01 have been named after the River Surya as Surya-1 and Surya-2. This 

Package will be experiencing the energy of the Goddess Surya River in the form of Tunnel 

Boring Machines (Surya 1 & 2) exploring earth and creating a tunnel length of 2.932 km and 

2.962 km respectively. Most of the power supply to the city of Mumbai is from the power 

plants running on water of Surya River. This river is running from east to west meeting 

merging with Vaitarna River in Palghar district. The River Surya (Sun) is full of energy and 

supplying water to most of the parts of Mumbai Metropolitan Region.

2. Package-02, Vaitarna 1 & 2

Two TBMs of UGC-02 have been named after the river Vaitarna as Vaitarna-1 and Vaitarna-2. 

This Package will be experiencing the energy of Goddess Vaitarna River in the form of Tunnel 

Boring Machines (Vaitarna 1 & 2) exploring earth and creating a tunnel length of 3.813 km 

and 3.830 km respectively. The water of Vaitarna River fuels the Mumbaikars to run Mumbai 

24/7 to maintain its status of the city of dreams. It is the largest river in the northern Konkan 

Region and drains Maharashtra’s whole Palghar District. It originates in Sahyadri mountain 

ranges near Trimbakeshwar. It has a confluence with the Tansa just before it enters the 

Arabian Sea. It has three major dams which supply water to the city of Mumbai.

3. Package-03, Tansa 1 & 2

Two TBMs of UGC-03 have been 

named after the river Tansa as 

Tansa-1  and Tansa-2 .  Th is 

Package will be experiencing the 

energy of Goddess Tansa River in 

t he  f o rm  o f  Tu nne l  Bo r i ng 

Machines (Tansa 1 & 2) exploring 

earth and creating a tunnel length 

of 3.86 km each. The river Tansa is 

one of the important rivers in the 

Mumbai Metropolitan Region and 

life line of Mumbai and Thane. The 

Tansa Lake supplying water to 

Mumbai is embanked by one of 

the largest masonry dams in the 

world, built in 1892. 

4. Package-04, Krishna 1, 2 & 3

Three TBMs of UGC-04 have been 

named after the river Krishna as 

Krishna-1, Krishna-2 and Krishna-3. 

This Package will be experiencing 

the energy of Goddess Krishna 

River in the form of Tunnel Boring 

Machines (Krishna 1, 2 & 3) exploring 

earth and creating a tunnel length 

of 2.500 km, 2.485 km & 1.311 km 

respectively. The Krishna River 

originates in the Western Ghats 

near  Mahabaleshwar  a t  a n 

elevation of about 1,300 metres, in 

the state of Maharashtra in central 

India. It is one of the longest rivers 

of India. The Krishna River is 

around 1,300 km in length. It flows 

through the state of Karnataka 

before entering the State Telangana 

and empties into the Bay of Bengal 

at Hamasaladeevi (near Koduru) in 

Andhra Pradesh, on the east coast.
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5.  Package-05, Godavari 1, 2, 3 & 4

Four TBMs of UGC-05 have been named after the River Godavari as Godavari-1, Godavari-2, Godavari-3 and Godavari-4. This 

Package will be experiencing the energy of Goddess Godavari River in the form of Tunnel Boring Machines (Godavari 1, 2, 3 & 4) 

exploring earth and creating a tunnel length of 1.163 km, 1.160 km, 1.679 km & 1.710 km respectively. The Godavari River is 

India’s second longest river after the Ganga. Its source is in Triambakeshwar, Maharashtra. 

6. Package-06, Tapi 1, 2 & 3

Three TBMs of UGC-06 have been named after the river Tapi as Tapi-1, Tapi-2 and Tapi-3. Godavari-1 and Godavari-2 of UGC-05 

will be re-named as Tapi-2 and Tapi-3 respectively while operating in UGC-06. The Package-06 will be experiencing the energy of 

Goddess Tapi River in the form of Tunnel Boring Machines (Tapi 1, 2, & 3) exploring and creating a tunnel length of 1.383 km, 2.791 

km & 2.763 km respectively. The Tapti River (or Tapi) is a river in central India between the Godavari and Narmada rivers. River Tapi 

is also known as Suraya putri (daughter of Sun). It flows from east to west over a length of 724 km. It originates in Madhya Pradesh, 

flows through Vidharbha-Khandesh in Maharashtra and finally meets Arabian Sea in Gujarat near Surat. 

7. Package-07, Wainganga 1, 2, & 3

Three TBMs of UGC-07 have been named after the river Wainganga as Wainganga-1, Wainganga-2 and Wainganga-3. The 

Package-07 will be experiencing the energy of Goddess Wainganga River in the form of Tunnel Boring Machines (Wainganga 1, 2 

& 3) exploring earth and creating a tunnel length of 2.951 km, 1.139 km & 2.987 km respectively. The Wainganga River is a major  

river flowing through tiger reserves forest of India, originating in the Mahadeo Hills of Satpuda range in the state of Madhya 

Pradesh and feeds Vidhrabha. It is a major tributary of the Godavari River. The river flows south in a winding course through the 

states of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra, roughly 579 km. After joining the Wardha River, the united stream, which is known as 

the Pranahita River, empties into the Godavari River at Kaleshwaram, Telangana.
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