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2 MUMBAI KARKATAKA MASA 6 HEMALAMBI SAMVATSARA

KRISHNA CHATURDASHI 18.27
ARDRA NAKSHATRA 12.19
VYAGHATA YOGA 08.57

MOONRISE 04.52 AM

MOONSET 06.18 PM

RAAHUKALAM 09:30 AM TO 11:07 AM

GULIKAKALAM 06.15 AM TO 07:52 AM

YAMAGANDAKALAM 02:22 PM TO 03:59 PM

PANCHANG SUNRISE 6:12 AM

SUNSET 7:17 PM

HIGH TIDE 11.16 AM HT: 4.61 M

11.03 PM HT: 4.01 M

LOW TIDE 04.28 AM HT: 0.29 M

05.21 PM HT: 1.45 M

Difficult to survive in state
Congress, rues MLC Gadgil
● POLITICAL BUREAU

Mumbai

All is not going well within
the State Congress now. A
cold war has been erupted
between senior Congress
party’s member of state leg-
islative Council (MLC)
Anant Gadgil and the gener-
al secretary of the Maha-
rashtra Pradesh Congress
Party (MPCC) Sachin
Sawant over the right to ad-
dress press conference
when Gadgil wrote letter to
party legislators, Member
of Parliament and district
president on Friday.
Both are spokesperson of
the party and according to
Gadgil, Sawant has grabbed
his position and not allowed
to speak with media or al-
low to hold press conference
at erstwhile Gandhi Bha-
van, state party office at Na-
riman Point.

Gadgil on Friday wrote a
letter to the party MLAs,
MPs,office-bearers and dis-
trict presidents expressing
his displeasure over the
functioning of the Congress
in the state.
"It is the Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi who
nominated me as party
spokesperson in 2004. Yet, I
am not allowed to function
and perform. This means
that Soniaji is indirectly be-

ing vetoed by certain indi-
viduals. If this continues, it
will be difficult for many
hardcore Congressmen like
me to survive in the party,"
Gadgil said.
He further said, "In the
last 13 years that I have
served as the party
spokesperson, never has
the Congress been in trou-
ble due to my statements. I
have notmade any personal
remarks against any indi-

vidual or spoken out of
turn against the party's cul-
ture. While a formal Press
briefing was going on, I did
not correct the statements
made by the state Congress
chief," Gadgil in his letter
stated.
He stated that the earlier
norm of party spokesper-
sons visiting the state Con-
gress office to interact with
the media has stopped now
which has impeded the par-
ty's official stand of reach-
ing out to the people.
Gadgil said he was not
even informed of the press
conferences of Kapil Sibbal,
the former minister and
Randeep Singh Surjewala
the national spokesperson
that were held early this
year.
He said that survival in
the party is difficult if "high
handedness" of certain in-
dividuals continues.

Tons of garbage washed ashore on Juhu beach after heavy rains on Friday.

Sadabhau hints at
quitting SSS, may
launch new party
● POLITICAL BUREAU

Mumbai

Swabhimani Shetakri
Sanghatana (SSS) leader
and minister of state for
agriculture Sadabhau Khot
has given indication to quit
the party. He would be on a
statewide tour after mon-
soon session to meet party
workers and take decision
whether to launch new par-
ty.
Meanwhile, three-mem-
ber enquiry committee of
SSS asked Khot to resign
from the state government
which he refused to do.
Raju Shetti, Member of
Parliament and president
of SSS has appointed three-
member ‘Sadabhau en-
quiry committee’ to en-
quire about alleged anti-
party activities led by MoS
Khot after he became min-
ister in the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party-led state govern-
ment.
The committee, headed by
Dashrath Sawant, told Khot
that BJP government has
cheated farmers by not im-
plementing recommenda-
tions of Swaminathan
Commission. In such situa-
tion, how can Khot remain
in BJP government. In his
reply, Khot said that
Swaminathan commission
issue is related to Centre
and the party (SSS) must
push this issue with the
Centre.
“If SSS leaders feel, BJP
did unfair with the party,
why you allies with BJP in
Kolhapur Zilla Parishad
and accepted post of vice-
president?” Khot ques-
tioned.
Khot has clarified that be-
ing minister, he stood be-
hind state government’s
policy and decision.
“I took initiative in farm-

ers strike to protect them
from being arrested or lath-
icharge. In fact, the issue
was sorted out without los-
ing blood,” said Khot. He
added that as SSS is an old
ally of BJP, he campaigned
for BJP candidates in Panv-
el Municipal Corporation
poll.
While speaking with FPJ,
Khot said, “I will organise
gathering of party workers
once monsoon session gets
over. Ten supporters from
each district are expected
to join the gathering some-
where near Mumbai. Later,
I will take decision about
future steps.” He said that
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis has assured him
about his being part of cab-
inet despite whatever will
be the decision of SSS.

MHADA directed to
submit BDD chawl
development report
● STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai

In order to start the redevel-
opment of Sewri Bombay
Development Directorate
(BDD) chawls, HousingMin-
ister for State, Ravindra
Waikar has directed officials
of theMaharashtraHousing
and Area Development Au-
thority (MHADA) to submit
a feasibility report on the
project immediately.
A private agency has been
roped in to prepare the feasi-
bility report which will be
submitted to the central gov-
ernment directly.
The plot is spread across 99
acres and is situated at the
Mumbai Port Trust land.
Waikar had held a meeting
with MHADA officials to dis-
cuss the redevelopment proj-
ect and the pendingwork that
should be cleared soon. He
also pointed out that the tene-
ments of Sewri BDD Chawl,
around 900, will get a mini-
mum area of 500 square feet
in the redeveloped structure.
The architects of the proj-
ects are directed to study the
Development Plan of 1991
and 2014. According to the
DP, the architects will make
different plans for sale, re-
hab and slum structures.
The redevelopment project
will be carried under the
cluster redevelopment

scheme wherein each clus-
ter will have four chawls.
Every occupant is entitled
to get aminimum500 square
feet area which is inclusive
of fungible FSI. The BDD
chawls were build in the
1920s by the British to create
low-cost housing in Mum-
bai. There are 207 BDD
chawls in south Mumbai
spread over 32 acres in Wor-
li (55 acres), NM Joshi Marg
(14 acres), Sewri (6 acres)
and Naigaon (16 acres).
The MHADA will be exe-
cuting the entire project.
Along with the redevelop-
ment work, the biometric
survey will be done by the
Mhada officials instead of
the deputy collector since
the agency has known the
layout and societies of the
chawls for a long time.
The redevelopment project
is expected to generate a
massive housing stock
which will be used for af-
fordable housing. Nearly
16,000 houses will be gener-
ated from the project.

500builders register as
RERAdeadlinenears
● STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai

With the Real Estate Regu-
latory Authority
(RERA) just a
fortnight away,
more than 500 de-
velopers across
Maharashtra out
of the estimated
9000 have regis-
tered on the web-
site so far. The new act di-
rects developers and real es-
tate agents to register on the
MahaRERAwebsite.
A seniorRERAofficial said
that the reason behind the
less number of registration
is uncertain. He said, “De-
spite providing a new win-
dow for developers to make
corrections of obvious er-
rors in the submittedproject,
the number of registrations
on the site has been low. Ty-
pographical errorsandname
correction can be edited
through the window." The of-
ficial added that the earlier
blockage to such provisions
deterred developers fromup-
loading their project details.

Mayur Shah, newly elect-
ed president of MCHI-
Credai, an association rep-
resenting the interests of

builders, said, that
there are over 1000
projects that are
yet to be uploaded
on the website.
According to
RERA authorities,
developers are
rechecking and

reverifying their project de-
tails that are to be submitted
on the website to avoid any
kind of errors. However,
now they will not have to
worry about the corrections
as the special window will
allow them to edit their er-
rors even after submitting
their projects.
More than 3, 500 real es-
tate agents have registered
themselves on the website.
Since the deadline for
RERA registration is on
July 31, the authorities have
decided to include the cor-
rection window so that the
developers do not avoid reg-
istering themselves under
RERA.

From court to courting citizens,
largestMetro project is on track
● NEETA KOLHATKAR

Mumbai

Dispelling the controversy of
tree cutting, Ashwini Bhide,
the Managing Director of
Mumbai Metro Rail Corpo-
ration Ltd emphasised on
themagnitude of theMetroI-
II project,which is the first of
its kind in Mumbai city.
Bhide spoke to selective me-
dia for clearing the air re-
garding the project and it be-
ing on target despite the liti-
gation for cutting the trees.
“Themagnitude and size is
first of its kind and unprece-
dented, as the project itself
costsRs. 23,000 crores.Unfor-
tunately people associate
grandeur to the Sea Link,
however this underground
Metro project is the largest
currently,” said Bhide.
The project work also en-
tails a lot of traffic diver-
sions, change of routes and
as many commuters plying
around the South Mumbai
region have complained of
‘harrowing travel due to traf-
fic jams.’ “Unlike Delhi
Mumbai is alreadycongested

andhashuge traffic issues. It
is disruptive and as I call it
creative disruptive. We will
be able to give a modern and
developedmode of transport
to the citizens,” said Bhide.
Meanwhile, the MMRC has
asked the contractors to in-
volve the localresidentsat the
various working sites to sug-
gest diversion of routes, con-
trollingof traffic andemploy-
ing residents as traffic mar-
shals. “The local youth have
been employed by our con-
tractors and are being paid
salaries. They are trained by
traffic police of our city and
they control the traffic diver-
sions,” said Bhide.
Highlighting the important
factors of the project, she ad-
mitted that the organisation
needs tomake citizens aware
of the feasibility and mod-
ern travel that will be pro-
vided once the Mumbai
Metro III from Cuffe Parade
to SEEPZ is completed.
Bhide said this is under-
ground tunnel is the first of
its kind in India and on par
with the top international
countries. “This is a 33.5

kilometres tunnelling proj-
ect, first of its kind in India.
The Cuffe Parade to SEEPZ
underground tunnel will be
the fifth largest in the
world,” said Bhide.
The project has been
marred by the controversy
over felling of trees for the
project. Bhide chalked out
the planMMRC has commit-
ted to includingundertaking
planting of trees under the
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility project. The MMRC
stated about 2800 trees at sta-
tion are affected and 3130
trees at the deport sitewould
be affected. As per the tree
authority the tree count is
3891 for stations. ‘1090 trees
will be retained, 1074 trees
will be cut and 1727 treeswill
be transplanted.’
“We will transplant 10,000
treesAarey,AirportsAuthor-
ity of India lands and at the
Sanjay Gandhi National
Park. We will compensate by
planting three times thenum-
ber of trees cut and restore
tree cover at the station loca-
tion after completion of sta-
tionwork,”Bhidecommitted.

Man arrested with gold bars
worth Rs 35 lakh at airport
● STAFF REPORTER

Mumbai

The officers of Air Intelli-
gence Unit (AIU) have ar-
rested one gold smuggler
from the Chhatrapati Shiva-
ji International Airport
(CSIA), Mumbai on Friday
and recovered gold bars
worth Rs. 34.37 lakh from
his possession.
The 41-year-old smuggler
Mohammedali Kekepuram
Mohammed was initially
held on suspicion at CSIA
after he arrived from Dubai
by Emirates airlines flight
number EK-508. Mo-
hammed holds Indian pass-
port and is the resident of
Kasargod district of Kerala.
“The personal search of
Mohammed resulted in the
recovery of 10 gold bars of
10 tolas each totally weigh-
ing 1,165 grams which is
worth Rs. 34.37 lakh. He had
cleverly concealed the gold
bars wrapped with plastic
black coloured adhesive
tape left it behind the cavity
wall of faucet flush in the
gents toilet located near the

immigration counter,” said
a senior customs officer.
The gold bars have been
seized under the provisions
of the Customs Act, 1962.
The officer further said,
“Mohammed admitted to
crime of ownership, con-
cealment, possession, car-
riage, non-declaration and
recovery of the said goods
under seizure.” He has been
arrested under section 104
of the Customs Act, 1962.
Mohammedworks as sales
executive in Dubai. He hid
the gold in the toilet near
the immigration counter.
Officers noticed a cavity in
the toilet wall behind the
flush faucet. The approach

door leading to the area be-
hind the toilet wall was
lockedwhichwas opened by
the plumbing staff. From
the back side of the toilet,
officers recovered two pack-
ets of 1,165 grams of gold
bars.
Meanwhile, in yet another
case, the AIU officers
searched the Air India air-
lines flight number AI-984
which arrived from Dubai
on July 21. During the
search operation of the air-
craft, the Customs officers
recovered 10 pieces of gold
bars, 10 tolas each totally
weighing 1,165 gramsworth
Rs. 34.37 lakh.
The officer said that these
gold bars were wrapped
with white tape and were
concealed below the box of
tissue paper in the rear toi-
let of the aforesaid aircraft.
“The recovered gold was
seized as unclaimed seizure
under the provisions of the
customs act, 1962 as there
was no claimant in this
case,” said the officer.
Further investigations are
underway.

● RONALD RODRIGUES

Mumbai

Lakhs of students opting
for higher studies out of
Mumbai or India can avail
of a letter stating the de-
layed result from the
Mumbai University (MU).
This letter will inform the
concerned institutions to
consider the admissions
of students as the results
are delayed. But unfortu-
nately this letter is not
proving of much help to
students.
Students stated that
some of them did not
know that the MU was
giving such letters. Sec-
ondly, the other institutes
or universities in India
and abroad are not aware
that such letters are being
provided. The institu-
tions are not accepting
this letter because they
cannot wait and block

seats if the marksheets
are not present.
Though the varsity is
trying hard to declare re-
sults of around 426 exami-
nations by July 31 there is
no assurance. Unnati
Sachdev, a student said,
"The MU should inform
the other institutes of In-
dia to consider admis-
sions based on this letter.
If the communication is
done from one university
to another then the stu-
dents will not have to suf-
fer pleading to convince
the institutions to consid-
er our case. I want to
study out of Mumbai but
all I can do is wait for my
final year Psychology re-
sult as it is already July
and no university is India
is ready to wait."
While, other universities
cannot block seats be-
cause if the students fail
when their results are de-

clared then the seats will
go waste. Another student
said, "The foreign univer-
sities have large number
of applicants so they can-
not wait for us. It is not
fair towards other appli-
cants who are from differ-
ent parts of the world.
And we ourselves are not
sure if our results will be
declared by July 31 so we
cannot even assure them a
specific date."
The varsity stated that
the letter is all that they
can do apart from the con-
tinuous efforts to achieve
the July end deadline. Lee-
ladhar Bansod, public re-
lations officer of MU, said,
"As of now we are fo-
cussing on declaring the
results by the said dead-
line. This letter is the only
thing that we can provide
students to help them get
admissions for further
studies."

● SWEETY ADIMULAM

Mumbai

The Solid Waste Manage-
ment (SWM) department of
the Brihanmumbai Munici-
pal Corporation (BMC) has
conducted a three day exhi-
bition on waste composting
in Andheri municipal office
fromJune 21-23.Nearly 45 In-
dian companieshavepartici-
pated showcasing varied
technologies regarding how
to convert waste into com-
post within few hours.
Excel Industries Ltd, one of
the participants in the exhi-
bition have the facility to
pick up the waste from the
hotels and residential com-
plexes.VrushankKarnataki,
executive officer of the com-
pany said, “We are service
providers basically like we
have mobile vans through
that we can collect the
garbage from door to door
and within few hours the
waste can be converted into
compost there itself.”

“However, we require an
additional area where the
compost material can be
kept for more 10 days for the
curing process. Which will
add nutrient values to the
compost,” he further added.
Another company, Sustain-
able Resources, specialised
in vermicomposting, waste
water recycling, rain water
harvesting, and organic ter-
race farming has also dis-
played awaste converterma-
chine, which gives the out-
put immediately.
Cassandra Viegas one of
the executive officer of the
company said, “We have
waste management convert-
ers starting from 50kg up till
the maximum requirement
of the clients. If waste of 50
kg is put in the converter
then it produces 10 per cent
compost. The cost of the
waste composting converter
varies like for example to
manage 50 kg waste it will
cost around Rs. 3.75 lakh ex-
cluding tax.”

BMC holds waste
compost exhibition

Delayed results: MU provides letter
to students aiming for higher studies

JUHU IS NOWWASTE LAND

Tenants of the Bombay Development Directorate (BDD)
chwals in Mumbai will soon have a new lifestyle. as it

Aprivate agencyhas
been roped in to
prepare the feasibility
reportwhichwill be
submitted to the
central govt directly

BL SONI

Sachin Sawant Anant Gadgil

I will organise
gatheringof party
workers oncemonsoon
sessiongets over.Ten
supporters fromeach
district are expected to
join thegathering
somewherenear
Mumbai.Later, Iwill
takedecision about
future steps

City receives
60% excess
rainfall
MUMBAI: The Indian Mete-
orological Department has
recorded 60 percent excess
rainfall during this week as
compared to the previous
week. The weather depart-
menthasattributedthis tothe
active weather system which
was prevailing until July 21.
Lastweek, theSantacruzob-
servatory of IMD had record-
ed at least 682 millimetres
(mm) of rainfall. This week
until July 21, the observatory
had recordedat least 1247mm
of rainfall.
The IMD officials said that
the presence of weather sys-
tem like low pressure area
and cyclonic circulation has
brought good rains to the city
thisweek.“Thereisacyclonic
circulation over the coast of
Gujarat which has brought
heavy rains to the city this
week. The weather system
wouldremainthesameforthe
next three days which would
improve the rainfall,” said an
IMDofficial. -Staff Reporter

Movedoesnothelpasuniversitiesnotwilling towait


